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Climate in LithuaniaClimate in Lithuania

�� MidMid--way between maritime way between maritime 
and continental. and continental. 

�� The weather is changeable, The weather is changeable, 
with mild, wet summers and with mild, wet summers and 
cold winters. cold winters. cold winters. cold winters. 

�� Rainfall is spread Rainfall is spread 
throughout the year, but throughout the year, but 
more rain tends to fall on more rain tends to fall on 
the coast. Summer is the the coast. Summer is the 
wettest season (60wettest season (60--80 80 
mm/mmm/monthonth), and cloudy ), and cloudy 
skies are common.skies are common.



Climate in LithuaniaClimate in Lithuania

�� Warming effect of the seaWarming effect of the sea

�� The effect of Atlantic Ocean is felt not only on The effect of Atlantic Ocean is felt not only on 
the seashore but also in the whole territory of the seashore but also in the whole territory of the seashore but also in the whole territory of the seashore but also in the whole territory of 
LithuaniaLithuania

�� In Lithuania the average air temperature in In Lithuania the average air temperature in 
January is almost 10 degrees higher than the January is almost 10 degrees higher than the 
AVG temp. of Middle Russia which belongs to AVG temp. of Middle Russia which belongs to 
our geographical latitude. our geographical latitude. 



Climate in LithuaniaClimate in Lithuania

�� YMTYMT is is 6.26.2°° CC (43(43°° F ). Last decade: F ). Last decade: 6.96.9°° C C (44.5 F).(44.5 F).
Year 2000: Year 2000: 8.38.3°° C C (47 F).(47 F).

�� 1717--25 25 °°C C (~70 F) is frequent at summer day and 14 (~70 F) is frequent at summer day and 14 °°C C 
at night. at night. 

�� January from January from --2,5 2,5 °° CC (27,5 F) (seaside) (27,5 F) (seaside) �� January from January from --2,5 2,5 °° CC (27,5 F) (seaside) (27,5 F) (seaside) 
to to -- 6 6 °° CC (21(21°° F ) (Vilnius) F ) (Vilnius) 

�� ΣT>10ΣT>10°° CC (50 F)(50 F) 220000 00 –– 22550000 (AVG 2200(AVG 2200--2300)2300)
�� Length of the season (>10Length of the season (>10°° CC ) ) –– 130130--140 days140 days
�� Extreme temperaturesExtreme temperatures::

MaMaхх temtemp. p. + 37,5+ 37,5°°CC 19941994--0707--30,30, ZarasaiZarasai
Min temp. Min temp. -- 42,9 42,9 °°CC 19561956--0202--01, Utena01, Utena Brrrr..Brrrr..



Winters and Late spring freezeWinters and Late spring freeze



Winters and Late spring freezeWinters and Late spring freeze

�� --20 20 °° C C ((--4 F) occur almost every winter.4 F) occur almost every winter.

�� 6b zone 6b zone –– seaside; Tseaside; T°°n(m) > n(m) > --20 20 °° C C ((--4 F) 4 F) 

�� 5a zone 5a zone -- east LT; Teast LT; T°°n(m) n(m) --25 25 °° C C -- --28 28 °° CC ((--18,4 F)18,4 F)

�� Night tempNight temp.. of of -- 30 30 °° CC ((--22 F)22 F) -- --34 34 °° C C ((--29 F) are 29 F) are 
not verynot very rare in the eastern part of  Lithuaniarare in the eastern part of  Lithuanianot verynot very rare in the eastern part of  Lithuaniarare in the eastern part of  Lithuania

�� Frost free seasonFrost free season: : 

160 160 –– 180 days180 days in the seaside and in the seaside and 130130 -- 150 days150 days
in the east of Lithuania.in the east of Lithuania.

Late spring frostLate spring frost –– 5 of May5 of May..

First frost in FallFirst frost in Fall –– 2525--28 of September28 of September ..



Climate change since 1778Climate change since 1778



Climate change predictionsClimate change predictions
for the 21st century in Lithuania*for the 21st century in Lithuania*

�� Winter + (4Winter + (4––8 8 °°C)C)
�� Summer + (1,5Summer + (1,5––3,5 3,5 °°C)C)
�� More wet in Winter and SpringMore wet in Winter and Spring
�� Less wet in Summer and FallLess wet in Summer and Fall�� Less wet in Summer and FallLess wet in Summer and Fall
�� More sunshine hoursMore sunshine hours
�� Less snowLess snow
�� Still risk of cold weather invasions from Still risk of cold weather invasions from 

NorthNorth--East during winterEast during winter
� * Egidijus Rimkus, Justas Kažys, Justina Junevičiūtė, Edvinas Stonevičius, 

Vilnius university



History of grapeHistory of grape growing in growing in 
LithuaniaLithuania

�� In XVIII In XVIII -- XIX centuries vines were grown in XIX centuries vines were grown in 
some manors (estates) in Lithuania. some manors (estates) in Lithuania. 

First time mentioned: First time mentioned: 

�� 17821782 (( Vitis viniferaVitis vinifera L.), L.), 

�� 1821 (1821 (Vitis labruscaVitis labrusca L.), L.), 

�� 1824 (1824 ( Vitis Vitis vulpinavulpina L.)L.)



History of grapeHistory of grape growing in growing in 
LithuaniaLithuania

�� In 1931In 1931--1937 in Kaunas botanical garden were planted these 1937 in Kaunas botanical garden were planted these 
varietiesvarieties: : 

�� ‘Chasselas Blanc’‘Chasselas Blanc’
�� ‘Chasselas de Vitbert’‘Chasselas de Vitbert’
�� ‘Chasselas Rose’‘Chasselas Rose’�� ‘Chasselas Rose’‘Chasselas Rose’
�� ‘Lignan’ (‘Lignan’ (LLugliengauglienga Bianca, Italy)Bianca, Italy)
�� ‘Madeleine Angevine’‘Madeleine Angevine’
�� ‘‘MMalingrealingre PPrecose’recose’
�� ‘Limberger’ ‘Limberger’ 
�� ‘Früher Leipziger’ (Agostenga , Italy)‘Früher Leipziger’ (Agostenga , Italy)
�� ‘Frühburgunder’‘Frühburgunder’
�� ‘Oberlin 604’ (Riparia ‘Oberlin 604’ (Riparia MMillardetillardet xx GGamay Noiramay Noir ))
�� ‘Isabella’‘Isabella’



LLocal amateur grapebreedersocal amateur grapebreeders
Antanas GailiAntanas Gailiuunasnas
(Roki(Rokisskikiss distrdistr.,., JuodupJuodupee) ) 
His His most famous most famous selections:selections:

�� GailiGailiuunnee
�� GailiGailiuuno Jadvygano Jadvyga
�� GailiGailiuuno no SSaslaaslaGailiGailiuuno no SSaslaasla
�� JuodupJuodupee
�� JuodkrantJuodkrantee
�� JuvendanaJuvendana
�� LiepsnaLiepsna
�� PalangaPalanga
�� SSirvintairvinta
�� Lietuvos perlasLietuvos perlas
�� VarduvaVarduva



AssociationsAssociations

�� Association of Lithuanian grape growers Association of Lithuanian grape growers 
(2007) (2007) 

�� National association of (amateur) National association of (amateur) 
winemakers (2006)winemakers (2006)

www.nva.ltwww.nva.lt



First commercial vineyardFirst commercial vineyard

�� Plunge (2009)Plunge (2009)
�� 1 ha (8 ha in plans)1 ha (8 ha in plans)
�� OrganicOrganic

�� Solaris Solaris -- 2500 vines2500 vines
Rondo Rondo –– 1500 vines1500 vines�� Rondo Rondo –– 1500 vines1500 vines

�� MF MF –– 375 vines375 vines
�� LM LM –– 250 vines250 vines

�� EU Structural funds EU Structural funds 
support  support  (Setting up (Setting up 
of Young Farmers)of Young Farmers)



Growing grapes in greenhouses Growing grapes in greenhouses 
and outdoorand outdoor



Training and PruningTraining and Pruning



Protecting vines in winterProtecting vines in winter



Table grape varietiesTable grape varieties
Most popular:Most popular:
A. A. GailiGailiuunas selections;nas selections;

P. Sukatnieks (Latvia) P. Sukatnieks (Latvia) 
selectionsselections::

Supaga, Guna;Supaga, Guna;

Most promising:Most promising:
Garant,Garant,
GalanthGalanth,,
Osella,Osella,
Arkadia,Arkadia,
Augustin (V25/20)Augustin (V25/20)Supaga, Guna;Supaga, Guna;

Russian varieties:Russian varieties:
AlioAlioshshenkin,enkin,
Vostorg,Vostorg,
Timur,Timur,
Olga (Krasa Severa)Olga (Krasa Severa)
JubileJubileii Novgoroda,Novgoroda,
Agat DonskoAgat Donskoii..

Augustin (V25/20)Augustin (V25/20)
Nero,Nero,
Muscat Bleu,Muscat Bleu,
Pesnia,Pesnia,
Elegant sverchrannii,Elegant sverchrannii,
Kishmish No 342,Kishmish No 342,

Galachad,Galachad,
Garold.Garold.



Pics of table grape varietiesPics of table grape varieties



Wine grape varietiesWine grape varieties

Most popular:Most popular:

Ivanausko rastinukeIvanausko rastinuke
((Alpha or Alpha or Beta ?)Beta ?)

Most promising:Most promising:

�� SolarisSolaris

�� SiegerrebeSiegerrebe
SolarisSolaris

RondoRondo

�� SiegerrebeSiegerrebe

�� RondoRondo ??

�� Regent ?Regent ?

�� The earliest of Elmer The earliest of Elmer 
Swenson’s selectionsSwenson’s selections

�� VarduvaVarduva



Pics of wine grape varietiesPics of wine grape varieties



Chemistry 2009 WhiteChemistry 2009 White
ΣT>10ΣT>10°° CC ~ 2200 (average 2350)~ 2200 (average 2350)

VarietyVariety Brix, 03 sept.Brix, 03 sept. Brix, 19 sept.Brix, 19 sept. TA, 19 sept.TA, 19 sept.

SolarisSolaris 22,522,5 2424--2525 88--8,5 g/l8,5 g/l

SiegerrebeSiegerrebe 1616 1919 nmnm

OrtegaOrtega 1818 2020 nmnmOrtegaOrtega 1818 2020 nmnm

MiliaMilia 1919 2020 nmnm

Seyval blancSeyval blanc 1616 1818 9 g/l9 g/l

BiancaBianca 1717 1818 nmnm

PhoenixPhoenix 1616 1818 nmnm

JohanniterJohanniter 1515 1717 nmnm



Chemistry 2009 Red Chemistry 2009 Red 
ΣT>10ΣT>10°° CC ~ 2200 (average 2350)~ 2200 (average 2350)

VarietyVariety Brix, 03 sept.Brix, 03 sept. Brix, 19 sept.Brix, 19 sept. TA, 19 sept.TA, 19 sept.

ES 9ES 9--77--4848 2525 -- nmnm

RegentRegent 1818 2121 9 g/l9 g/l

RondoRondo 1717 19,519,5 8,5 g/l8,5 g/lRondoRondo 1717 19,519,5 8,5 g/l8,5 g/l

CabeCaberrnet Cortisnet Cortis 1818 2020 10 g/l10 g/l

Marechal FochMarechal Foch 1818 2020 nmnm

Leon MillotLeon Millot 1717 2020 nmnm

DornfelderDornfelder 14,514,5 16 16 -- 1717 nmnm

FrühburgunderFrühburgunder 1515 16 16 -- 1717 nmnm



WinemakingWinemaking



Amateur winemakingAmateur winemaking



Thank You Thank You !!!!!!


